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In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents listed on the attached form(s) for 
the Examiner's consideration. One copy of each of the listed documents, other than any U.S. 
patents, U.S. patent publications and/or pending U.S. applications, is submitted herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

□ concurrently with the application, within three months of the filing date of the 
application, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits; 

□ before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 1 4; or 

0 more than three months from the filing date of this application or after the mailing 
date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of the 
first to occur of either: (1) a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1.113; (2) a Notice of 
Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311; or (3) an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application. 
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Therefore: 

□ No Statement under 37 CJ.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § I.17(p) is 
required. 

Ej The fee under 37 C.F.R- § 1 .1 7(p) accompanies this submission. 
Statement under 37 CF.R. § 1 .97(e) (if applicable); 

□ Each item of information in the accompanying Iist(s) was first cited in 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement 

□ No item of information in the accompanying Iist(s) was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained herein was known to any individual designated in 37 
CF.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

Nothing in this Information Disclosure Statement or its submission shall be construed as 
an admission against interest in any manner, including as an admission or representation 
regarding: (i) the completeness of the list of information, (ii) the status of any listed information 
or document as prior art, (iii) any search that may or may not have been made, (iv) the pertinence 
or relevance of any listed information to this application, (v) the possible or actual materiality of 
the listed information to the patentability of the claims of this application, or (vi) the existence or 
nonexistence of other (potentially) material information. Applicant does not waive any right to 
take any action that would appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any listed information or 
document as a competent or available reference against the claims of the present application. 
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'EXAMINE: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw Una through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Inctude copy of tha form with next communication to applicant 

1 Applicant's uniQue citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a Check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This coOedion of Information is required by 37 CFR 1.98. The in fo rmatio n is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubOc which Js to tile (and by the USPTO 
to process) an apcticafion. ConfldenflaBty is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed explication form to the USPTQ. Time will vary depending Upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of lime you require to complete this form and/or sugoesfions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Tfademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313*1450. 



if you need assistance in completing the form, caff 1-8QQ-PTQ-9199 (1-800-70^-9199) end select option 2. 
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